
7 REASONS TO SUBMIT YOUR
APPLICATION SOONER, NOT LATER

(InternationalCollegeCounselors.com)

A college application deadline is not the same as the

deadline for a high school paper or project.  For

starters, the college application deadline is non-

negotiable; if you miss the deadline, you miss your

opportunity of acceptance.  Here are some reasons

students shouldn't wait to submit their college

applications: 

1. Peak Performance. When you're not rushed, you

have time to do your best work.

2. Holidays. The most common Regular Decision

deadline is January 1, However, most admissions

offices close for Thanksgiving and the winter

holidays, and many use up vacation days in

December.  This means that if you have a question,

someone may not be there to answer it.

                                               Continued on page 8

MY FIRST CHOICE ACCEPTED ME EXCEPT FOR SPRING SEMESTER
(Collegeconfidential.com)

Being a first-semester freshman in the second semester can be challenging. You may feel as if everyone

around you has already found their favorite courses, clubs and friends, while you're still looking for the laundry

... or the library! So you are indeed facing a tough choice. Unfortunately, too, it's one that “The Dean" can't

make for you, but I can provide some questions that you can ask before you decide.

Colleges today offer spring-semester starts far more frequently than in the past. Some, in fact, do this so much

that they also offer travel opportunities or other special programs specifically for students accepted for the

second term.                                                                                                                          Continued on page 7

THE

 
WHAT TO DO IF YOU’VE BEEN

DEFERRED
(Ivywise.com)

Getting deferred from your top choice school can be

disappointing, but don’t despair! There are a number

of steps that students can take after a deferral to

improve their admission chances in the regular

round.

Students who are not accepted during the early

application round are either deferred or denied.

Students are denied in the early application cycle if

the admissions committee feels a candidate is not

competitive enough, however, if deferred, this means

your application will be held and considered with the

rest of the school’s regular decision applications. So

there is a bright side!

There are a lot of reasons why students are deferred

in the early round. Maybe admissions officers want to

see grades from the fall semester before making an

admissions decision.                                                       
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COLLEGE CONNECTION
NEWSLETTER

December 2020                                                                           Volume 28 Issue 4

FOR HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS AND SENIORS

https://mailchi.mp/c3a268e1b982/collegeconnectionnewsletter


YOUNG ARTISTS
COMPETITION

Instrumental/Vocal - The

competition provides these

talented young artists an

opportunity to earn prestige,

perform as soloists with the La

Jolla Symphony & Chorus, serve

as role models to their peers, and

earn $8000 in cash

prizes.Deadline is December 15,

2020

AXA ACHIEVEMENT
SCHOLARSHIP

$1.4 million worth of

scholarships available. Special

consideration is given to

achievements that empower

society to mitigate risk through

education and/or action in areas

such as financial,

environmental, health, safety

and/or emergency

preparedness. Deadline is

December 14, 2020
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File the FAFSA if you

haven't yet

Complete admissions

essays, personal insight

questions, personal

statement

Ask teachers for

recommendations

Register for the Common

Application

Check out the newer

Coalition Application
RON BROWN SCHOLAR

PROGRAM

Offers four-year renewable

awards for $10,000 per year to

African American high school

seniors who plan to attend

college full-time. Scholarship is

based on financial need,

academic achievement, essay,

extracurricular activities,

leadership experience,

community service and

recommendations. Early

Deadline: January 9, 2021

SBO SCHOLARSHIP
ESSAY CONTEST

Answer in 250 words (or less):

How has playing an instrument

changed for you during the

pandemic? TEN $1,000

scholarships awarded in two

categories. Deadline is

December 31, 2020

SENIOR CHECKLISTSCHOLARSHIPS

THE COLLEGE CONNECTION NEWSLETTER

FUN FACT: MORE THAN ¾ OF
COLLEGE APPLICANTS GET
INTO THEIR FIRST CHOICE

SCHOOL

HUNT LEADERSHIP
SCHOARSHIP

 Must be Southern Methodist University

applicant who demonstrates

extraordinary leadership. Ranked in top

25% of class with SAT 1230 or ACT 28.

Deadline Jan. 15th 2020. Learn more.

SCIENCE AMBASSADOR
SCHOLARSHIP

A full–tuition scholarship for a

woman in science, technology,

engineering, or math. Funded by

Cards Against Humanity.

Applications close December 14th,

2020

http://lajollasymphony.com/young-artists-competition/
https://www.scholarships.com/axa-achievement-scholarship/
http://www.ronbrown.org/
https://sbomagazine.com/essay-contest.html
https://www.smu.edu/Provost/ProvostOffice/SAES/HonorsCommunity/Hunt/Prospective-Students/Eligibility
https://www.scienceambassadorscholarship.org/


WHAT TO DO IF YOU’VE BEEN DEFERRED
Continued from page 1

Or the school needs more time to make a decision on your application within the context of the regular applicant

pool – often times this is a result of schools considering their institutional needs as part of the process. Other

times a deferral can be a courtesy decision in order to let certain types of applicants down easy, like legacy

applicants or development cases. No matter why you’re deferred, however, there’s still an opportunity for you to

improve your chances of admission in the regular round. 

1. First, determine if the college is still your top-choice. A deferral can evoke a lot of emotions, and might

change how you view your early college

2. Next, find out what the college needs from you. Some colleges might request specific information, like an

updated grade report or test scores. Other colleges might encourage students to submit additional materials like

recommendation letters, updates on extracurricular activities, or a deferral letter. If the college allows you to

send additional materials, here’s what you can do next:

3. Compose a deferral letter. Write a one-page letter by email addressed to the admissions representative at

the college who evaluates applicants from your high school and copy the dean of admissions. Your letter

should:Genuinely show your commitment to your top choice school and articulate that if you are admitted in the

regular decision round, you intend to enroll (if that’s the case). If you’re not sure that you’d enroll, write that the

college remains a top choice for you.Re-state your reasons why that school best fits your academic and

personal needs. Make references to specific professors, courses, extracurricular activities, and research

opportunities that show your knowledge of the school.Update the college on all the achievements you have

made, both inside and outside of the classroom, since you submitted your Early Action/Decision application.

4. Seek additional recommendation letters. 
5. Consider updating anything that was written in error or not written well in your original application. 
6. Meet virtually with your admissions representative.
7. Continue to apply to your regular decision colleges. 
While it’s okay to be disappointed, remember that there are also many reasons to stay positive. You will get into

college, and college is what you make of it. Although you may have a “dream school,” if you have done your

research well, there should be many schools that fit your needs and where you could be a happy and productive

student. Don’t give up hope—there’s still plenty that you can do after being deferred. Good luck!
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HOW TO GET FAFSA HELP DURING COVID-19
(usnews.com)

AFTER MONTHS OF record-breaking unemployment numbers and economic turmoil, fewer students in the

high school class of 2021 are applying for federal financial aid.

This trend may be head-scratching for some, but experts worry high school students learning virtually aren't

getting the support they need to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, known as the FAFSA.

They are concerned that stressors related to the coronavirus pandemic are taking the focus off of time-sensitive

financial aid deadlines, or that prospective students have chosen not to attend college altogether.  
                                                                                                                                                  

Continued on page 5



JUNIOR CHECKLIST
COLLEGE NEWS

First Lady Elect Jill Biden plans to continue to teach her English
classes at Northern Virginia Community College, when her
husband, Joe Biden, takes office as president. She'll also be
doing plenty of work in the White House.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit backed Harvard
University in a lawsuit over its admissions system. Specifically,
the court ruled that Asian Americans were not illegally
discriminated against. The ruling upheld a lower court's decision
last year, but it is certain to be appealed.

The Common Application will no longer ask veterans about the
nature of their military discharge.The change, announced on
Veterans Day, is designed to encourage more veterans to finish
their applications and enroll in college.

The University of Alaska Anchorage announced the
Seawolves’ indoor winter sports teams will not compete during
their respective 2020-21 seasons due to the ongoing health risks
and increasing protocol restrictions associated with the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Bravo to Reed College Prof. Mark Burford on receiving the top
honor in his field! He has won a triplet of awards for his book
about the iconic gospel singer Mahalia Jackson.

ACT - February 6th 2021

test date. You must register

by January 8th. It takes 30

minutes to complete

registration and you will

need a photo.

SAT - Next test date is

March 13th. You must

register by February 12th

Take virtual college tours

Schedule virtual college

visits

Subject Tests - Next test

date is May 8th. You must

register by April 8th

WASHINGTON STATE PTA SCHOLARSHIP
Three $3,000 scholarships and one $1,000 scholarship to

graduating seniors from Washington state public high schools with

an active PTA, who will be starting college (either two-year or

four-year) in the fall. Applicants must have a current and verified

GPA of at least 3.4 (on a scale of 4.0), name and number of the

PTA/PTSA at your school and answer the essay question.

Application deadline is March 1, 2021
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KNIGHT ESSAY CONTEST
The National Society of the Sons of the

American Revolution (SAR) invites all

high school students (9th through 12th

grades) interested in the American

Revolution to participate in the George S.

& Stella M. Knight Essay Contest.

Deadline is December 31, 2020
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ODENZA MARKETING GROUP VOLUNTEER AWARD
If you have completed at least 50 volunteer hours, you are eligible for
this award. Deadline is December 31st, 2021

FILENE MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP
 Must be a Skidmore College applicant.

Coordinated by Skidmore’s Department

of Music. 4-6 scholarships awarded each

year. Deadline Jan. 15th 2020. 

https://www.sar.org/george-s-stella-m-knight-essay-contest/
https://odenzamarketinggroupvolunteeraward.com/marketingscholarship.php
https://www.wastatepta.org/events-programs/scholarship-program/
https://www.skidmore.edu/music/scholarships/filene.php


6 COLLEGE SUCCESS STRATEGIES FOR FIRST
GENERATION STUDENTS

(Apu.edu)

Making the decision to continue your education is the first step to

furthering your academic and professional potential. To mark your

path for college success, you might be wondering where to begin

and how to make the most of your time in school. As the first in

your family to attend college, you may have a lot of questions about

campus life and where to turn for help. We get it!

For the best experience possible, check out these six strategies to

help you succeed—from the application process all the way through

your first year.

1. Visit Campuses When Choosing Where to Apply
Online resources are a great starting point for gathering information

when applying to colleges. But once you’ve narrowed down your

top choices, consider visiting their campuses to get a feel for each

environment. If visiting campus in person isn’t an option, see if the

college you're interested in has an online campus tour or virtual

events to help you connect and ask questions.

2. Meet with an Admissions Counselor
Contact the admissions team when you make your appointment to

visit campus and take advantage of that time to chat with an

admissions counselor. Or chat with your admissions counselor

online. 

3. Explore a Variety of Course Options
Whether you’ve always known what you wanted to study or you’re

still deciding, your first year of college is a good time to try out a

variety of courses. 

4. Reach Out to Professors and Mentors
To set yourself up for college success, you need to be willing to ask

questions—and ask for help when you need it. It’s a good idea to

reach out to your professors at the beginning of the semester and

begin to form a relationship. 

5. Seek Out Resources for First-Generation Students
University staff and faculty are there to help answer your questions

and navigate the college experience. 

6. Get Involved on Campus
Your time at college is a chance to learn both in and out of the

classroom and discover more about you and your interests. If you

practice a sport or are part of a club in high school that you really

enjoy, you can continue to participate in college or you can branch

out and try something completely new!

HOW TO GET FAFSA HELP
DURING COVID-19

Continued from page 3

The number of completed FAFSAs is

down about 16% nationally, according

to data provided by the U.S.

Department of Education and analysis

by the nonprofit National College

Attainment Network through the week of

Nov. 6. The rate of completion is down

even more significantly at high-minority

high schools – those with at least 40%

Black and Hispanic student enrollment

– with about 21% fewer FAFSAs

completed compared to this time last

year.

Many states are continuing to offer

FAFSA nights in a virtual format through

their departments of higher education.

Find a workshop in your state through

getschooled.com. Students can also

take advantage of College Goal

Sunday, also called FAFSA Day, an

opportunity for free help applying for

financial aid held in an online format on

Sundays in the fall and spring. 

The date or dates of College Goal

Sunday vary by state.

Students can also use the Department

of Education's Federal Student Aid Help

Center online or call the Federal

Student Aid Information Center at 800-

433-3243.
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 TOP 11 NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES
WITH ROLLING ADMISSIONS

(Usnews.com)

Applying to college is a process with many

nuances, including when to do so. For many

colleges, the traditional regular decision deadline

is Jan. 1, though students applying through early

action or early decision must meet earlier dates.

Then there's rolling admissions, a process in

which colleges evaluate applications as they are

received. Once the admissions cycle opens, such

colleges typically continue to evaluate applications

until the incoming class is filled. That offers more

flexibility for students, meaning colleges with

rolling admissions can be great last-minute

options.

Rolling admissions, however, is far from universal.

Of 389 ranked National Universities that submitted

application deadline data to U.S. News in an

annual survey, only 129 offered rolling

admissions. Of the top-ranked 11 colleges with

rolling admissions, including ties, five are located

in the Midwest. Six of the 11 colleges are

members of the Big Ten athletic conference, and

none crack the top 50 in the National Universities

rankings.

Purdue University—West Lafayette, at No. 53, is

the highest-ranked college that reported using

rolling admissions. Of the other 10, all but two are

ranked in the top 100. 
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Purdue University—West Lafayette (IN)
University of Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania State University—University
Park
Rutgers University—New Brunswick (NJ)
University of Minnesota—Twin Cities
Indiana University—Bloomington
Michigan State University
Binghamton University—SUNY
University at Buffalo—SUNY
Arizona State University—Tempe
Saint Louis University

Top Rolling Admissions 
Colleges or Universities

TESTING FRUSTRATIONS CONTINUE
(insidehighered.com)

Despite the majority of colleges going test optional this year, demand to take the SAT and ACT remains high.

As the College Board and ACT have resumed testing this fall, students have complained that it is difficult if

not impossible to register for certain tests and that testing center cancellations have been widespread.A

spokeswoman for the College Board said via email,"This is a unique year. There are more important things

than tests right now. Colleges and universities understand that due to COVID there are limited opportunities

for students to take the SAT. Most aren't requiring test scores for the upcoming admissions cycle, and they’re

extending deadlines and/or accepting scores after deadlines pass for students who choose to submit them."
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MY FIRST CHOICE ACCEPTED ME EXCEPT FOR SPRING SEMESTER
Continued from page 1

These programs can be great ways to take a breather after high school, to bond with others in your shoes and,

often, to live in a foreign country.

So if your first-choice college offers this option, it's definitely a good one to consider. However, before accepting

it, ask the admission office what happens when you show up on campus in January. Will you be living with other

second-semester freshmen or could you end up in a dorm where you are the only newbie? At a small school,

this might not matter, but at a larger one, newcomers may get stuck in whatever space is available all over an

expansive campus. Since you will probably prefer to live with other recent arrivals, you should know ahead of

time what to expect.

Once you've grilled the admission office about potential gap programs, housing and transitional support or

concerns, you can also ask two more questions:

1. What are the chances that you can snag a room for September if you stay on a waitlist for it until
then? Because all colleges experience “Summer Melt" (enrolled freshmen who change plans by August), some

spots are sure to open up, so you may want to make it clear that you want one, even on short notice.

2. What if you take a gap year and not a gap semester? Some seniors in your situation prefer to take an

entire year off if it means they can start in September the following year. 

Regardless of how much (or how little) support your first-choice school offers to January freshmen, if you are

willing and able to be your most outgoing self when you get there, you can still have a “full college experience"

Months after California State University’s new ethnic studies requirement was signed into law, the system

and the faculty now disagree over how the requirement will be adopted. Ethnic studies advocates on the

CSU faculty want students to complete the single-course requirement with trained ethnic studies professors.

The Cal State system, meanwhile, wants to make the new ethnic studies course a uniform, lower-division

requirement that is part of the general education program.
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COLLEGE NEWS

Duke University’s strategy of mass, mandatory Covid-19 testing for its students kept infection rates low,

according to a new report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The early-release research

found that the university’s use of pooled testing, combined with a mask mandate and effective contact

tracing, among other things, succeeded in keeping coronavirus infections to a trickle.



7 REASONS TO SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION SOONER, NOT LATER
Continued from page 1

3. Disasters. Hurricanes, floods, fires, earthquakes and other natural disasters have all occurred close to -

and during - deadlines. Preparations for these events as well as the after-effects may prevent you from

submitting.  Some schools may extend the deadlines, but others keep theirs in place.  
4. Technological trouble. Blackouts happen. The Internet can go down. Websites have technical glitches.

The Common App website crashed in 2013 and 2017. Application websites are also known to be very slow

when there are large spikes in activity (usually around deadlines).  
5. College bias. Most colleges document when students submit their applications. The document includes

both the day and the time. If a student submits on the last day, the admission committee may think the

student is not organized or not as interested as a student who applied early.  
6. Housing and other perks.  At a few colleges, such as University of Florida, after students submit their

application, they can apply for campus housing. Students who apply early and then submit their non-

refundable housing deposit will have access to more (and better) housing options.  
7. More stress. This should be self-explanatory. Save yourself, your parents, and your ICC advisor the

stress! Getting all of your applications in early ensures you did your best work, and it feels amazing!

TOP TEN LIST
SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship gives you the

chance to show what's truly

special and different about you

for a chance to win a $1,500

scholarship.Deadline: December

31, 2020

STOKES EDUCATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP

Interested in a career in computer

science and national security? This

$30,000 a year scholarship plus

guarantees you a job after college at

Fort Meade, MD. Applications opens

September 1st

HORATIO ALGER
ASSOCIATION

Manages 70 of the largest need

based scholarship opportunities in

the country for high school seniors

who have faced or overcome

obstacles. Scholarships by state and

by career.

OREGON COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

One of the largest scholarship

programs of its kind and serves

Oregon students. Applications

for hundreds of scholarships

open November 2020.

Deadline: March 1, 2021.
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AMAZON FUTURE
ENGINEER SCHOLARSHIP 

$10,000 scholarship for high

school seniors who have

completed an AP computer

science course and plan to major

in STEM at an accredited four-

year college or university.

Scholarship includes a paid

internship at Amazon. Now

accepting applications

https://www.intelligencecareers.gov/icstudents.html
https://scholars.horatioalger.org/about-our-scholarship-programs/
https://www.unigo.com/scholarships/our-scholarships/top-ten-list-scholarship
https://oregoncf.org/grants-and-scholarships/scholarships/
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/amazonfutureengineer/

